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Summary 



The situation in Algeria is fluid. President Abdelaziz Bouteflika was reelected in 
2004 with some manipulation of the political process but without blatant fraud. The 
voice of the military, the most significant political force since independence, has been 
muted. Yet, low voter turnout in the May 2007 parliamentary election indicated lack of 
public faith in the political system. Domestic terrorism persists and Algerians continue 
to be linked to terror abroad. The U.S. State Departments lists the two Algerian groups 
as Foreign Terrorist Organizations (FTOs). Terrorism provides a rationale for Algeria’ s 
uneven human rights record. Oil and gas revenues are growing, but social investment 
lags. Bouteflika has energized foreign policy and broadened cooperation with the 
United States. This report will be updated if warranted. See also CRS Report RS20962, 
Western Sahara: Status of Settlement Efforts. 



Government and Politics 

After a 1965 coup, the military became the most significant political force in Algeria. 
In 1992, it carried out another coup to prevent the Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) from 
coming to power, leading to a decade of war between security forces and Islamist 
terrorists. In 1 999, former Foreign Minister Abdelaziz Bouteflika, a civilian with military 
backing, won the presidential election after all other candidates withdrew, charging fraud. 
In April 2004, he was reelected with 83.5% of the vote in a multiparty contest; the 
military was officially neutral. International observers hailed the election as progress 
toward democratization even though the bureaucracy and judiciary had manipulated the 
political process to favor Bouteflika in the pre-election period. Many saw Bouteflika’ s 
victory as an accurate reflection of the popular will and an endorsement of his effort to 
decrease violence and for continued political stability. 1 There have been persistent rumors 
about the 7 1 -year-old president’ s health since 2005, but no apparent concern that he lacks 
a clear successor. Bouteflika selected most of the current military high command, which 
probably will play a role in the choice of his replacement. 



1 Marwane Ben Yahmed, “Les Raisons D’Un Plebiscite,” Jeune Afrique Intelligent, No. 2258, 
18-14 April 2004. 
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The President heads the Council of Ministers (cabinet) and the High Security 
Council, and appoints the prime minister. On June 23, 2008, Bouteflika named National 
Democratic Assemblage (RND) leader Ahmed Ouyahia, who had served as prime 
minister from 1995 to 1999 and from 2003 to 2006, to the post again. Ouyahia replaced 
National Liberation Front (FLN) Secretary General Abdelaziz Belkhadem, who remains 
a presidential advisor. Bouteflika may be getting ready for a referendum on constitutional 
amendments to extend the presidential term from five to seven years, abrogate the two- 
term limit, and introduce the position of vice president, to be followed by a campaign for 
re-election in April 2009. 

The bicameral, multiparty parliament is weak. The 380-seat National People’s 
Assembly was last elected on May 17, 2007, with a voter turnout of 36.5% - the lowest 
ever, reflecting lack of popular faith in the political system. Parties in the governing 
coalition placed at the top: the FLN won 23% of the vote and 136 seats; the RND 10.3%, 
61 seats; and the moderately Islamist Movement for a Peaceful Society (MSP) 9.6%, 51 
seats; 18 other parties and 33 independents also won seats. The Council of Nations has 
144 seats, one-third appointed by the president and two-thirds selected by indirect vote. 
FLN has 29 seats, RND 12, MSP 3; independents and presidential appointees also are 
represented. 

Terrorism 

Up to 200,000 lives were lost to terrorism and related violence between 1992 and 
2000. Two Algerian groups are U.S .-designated Foreign Terrorist Organizations (FTOs). 
The Armed Islamic Group (GIA) was most active from 1991 to 2001 and last attacked in 
2006. The Salafist Group for Preaching and Combat (GSPC) split from GIA in 1998, 
declared its allegiance to A1 Qaeda in 2003, and, after Abdelmalik Droukdal (aka Abu 
Musab Abdulwadood) became “emir” or leader, united with it officially on September 1 1 , 
2006, taking the name A1 Qaeda in the Land of the Islamic Maghreb (AQLIM or AQIM). 
The practical meaning of the union is uncertain. AQLIM seeks to replace the current 
Algerian regime with an Islamic state and calls for jihad against the United States and 
France. Since 2006, it has increased attacks against the government, security forces, and 
foreigner workers. In 2007, it shifted tactics to more frequent, “Iraqi style,” suicide 
attacks, with simultaneous bombings of the Government Palace (the prime and interior 
ministries) and a suburban police station on April 11, 2007 and of the Constitutional 
Council and the U.N. headquarters on December 11, among other attacks. In addition, an 
AQLIM suicide bomber unsuccessfully attempted to assassinate President Boutefl ik a on 
September 6, 2007. All of these bombings resulted in many civilian casualties. AQLIM 
raises funds by kidnaping for ransoms and by smuggling arms, vehicles, and drugs, and 
communicates via internet with sophisticated videos. AQLIM operates in the Sahel and 
has carried out attacks in Mauritania in line with its regional pretensions. 2 

Algeria is a major source of international terrorists and is the fourth largest supplier 
of anti-coalition fighters to Iraq. 3 Seventeen Algerians captured in Afghanistan are held 



2 See also, U.S. Department of State, Country Reports on Terrorism, 2007, released April 30, 
2008, available online at [http://www.state.gov], 

3 Combating Terrorism Center at West Point, Harmony Project, “Al-Qa-ida’s Foreign Fighters 
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